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Bulgarian streams.    No wonder that Bulgarian eyes
still look with longing  upon  the " promised  land."
Prince Alexander told a friend of the writei>who had
remarked that Sofia was not sufficiently central to be
the   capital   of   Bulgaria,  that   the   annexation   of
Macedonia would make it the heart of the country.
Prince Ferdinand is known to cherish similar aspira-
tions, and   nowhere was   the   Macedonian  agitation
of last year   more   popular   than   in   Sofia.     The
Bulgarians can never forget that a large part of the
Macedonian population  speaks   the  same  language
and belongs to the same race as themselves.    But
Greece and Servia would have been indignant at the
loss of a country which contains many of their own
fellow-countrymen as well.     Over this big Bulgaria
a Christian government was to be appointed, and a
complete union was decreed between North Bulgaria
and the part  south  of the  Balkans,   to which  the
diplomatic title of  " Eastern Roumelia"   had   been
given.    But the Western Powers, and more especi-
ally England, anticipated that the new and autono-
mous state thus created by the Czar would become
a mere appanage of the Russian Crown.    It must be
confessed that such a prospect seemed at that time
only too probable, for no one suspected the sturdy
independence   of   the  emancipated   Bulgarians,   or
expected the  subsequent  treatment by which their
liberators alienated their affections.    The history of
Roumania,  indeed,  might   have   proved   that   any
diplomatic attempt to sever North and South Bul-
garia from  one  another would  be as futile as the
similar   scheme   for   the   separation    of   the    two